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Chapter 1: Accountability System 

Overview 
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Introduction to South Dakota Department of Education (the department) Accountability System  

The state transitioned to the new requirements under Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) for the 2017-

2018 school year report card.  The initial ESSA State plan was approved by the US Department of 

Education in January 2018. Minor revisions made by the department in March 2020 are reflected in this 

document. Updates to ESSA Guidance made in March 2019 are integrated into this manual. 

(Administrative Rule 24:55:01:04) 

  

South DakotaΩǎ accountability model takes a thoughtful, balanced approach to defining the indicators of 

a strong education system.  Rather than focusing almost exclusively on student proficiency on a single 

assessment, it encompasses multiple indicators that are critical pieces in preparing students for the 

rigors of a 21st century world.  The accountability system holds schools accountable through annual 

public reporting and classification based on school performance.  The model is used to inform school 

leaders, teachers and the public as to how schools are progressing.  With its emphasis on continuous 

improvement, it sets a high bar for ongoing reflection and goal setting.  The accountability system shall 

apply to all public schools whose primary purpose is to provide academic instruction. Schools will follow 

policies and procedures in state Administrative Rule to define the grade spans of elementary, middle, 

and high school (Administrative Rule 24:43:01:01).  

 

School Performance Index 

{ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩǎ Accountability System is based on a 100-point index, called the School Performance 

Index (SPI). The SPI consists of multiple indicators, each assigned a numeric value. These values are 

summed to create a total SPI score out of 100 points.  Two distinct indexes will be used: one for high 

school (secondary) accountability, and one for elementary and middle school (pre-secondary) 

accountability.  

 

Elementary and Middle School SPI Points Distribution 

 

Indicator Maximum Points Possible 

A
ca

d
e

m
ic

 I
n
d
ic

a
to

rs 

Student Performance Mathematics 20 

English Language Arts 20 

Total                                                                     40 

Student Progress English Language Arts  10 

Mathematics  10 

English Language Arts ς Lowest Quartile 10 

Mathematics ς Lowest Quartile 10 

Total                                                           40                                                                      

English Learners 

Progress 

10 

School Quality 10 

Total 100 
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High School SPI Points Distribution 

 

 

State Assessments 

 

Information 

The department is required to assess students on ELA, mathematics, and science. The assessments are 

single snapshot, summative assessments ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩǎ 

content standards. These statewide assessments are: 

 

¶ South Dakota English Language Arts Assessment (SD-ELA) or 

¶ South Dakota English Language Arts Alternate Assessment (SD-ELA Alt) 

¶ South Dakota Math Assessment (SD-MATH) or 

¶ South Dakota Math Alternate Assessment (SD-MATH Alt) 

¶ South Dakota Science Assessment (SD-SCI)  

¶ South Dakota Science Alternate Assessment (SD-SCI Alt) 

Only those students with the most severe cognitive disabilities take an alternate assessment. 

 

Subject Assessment Scores 

When a student successfully completes the ELA, math or science assessment, regardless if it is a general 

or alternate assessment, a student receives a scale score which falls into four achievement levels: Level 

1 being the lowest level, Level 3 indicating proficiency, and Level 4 indicating advanced performance. 

Levels 1 and 2 are considered not proficient; levels 3 and 4 are proficient and above.   

 

English Language Proficiency Assessment 

Students learning English, also must take the English Language Proficiency assessment.   

Indicator Maximum Points Available 

A
c
a

d
e

m
ic

 In
d
ic

a
to

rs
 Student Performance Mathematics 20 

English Language Arts 20 

Total                                                                     40 

On Time Graduation 
12.5 

College and Career Readiness 
25 

English Learners Progress 10 

High School Completion 12.5 

Total 100 



May 4, 2020 

 

9 

 

Collecting, Processing, Loading Schedule 

Test Name Test Window Provider 

of data 

file 

File 

Received  

File 

Processing  

Loaded in 

SD-STARS 

Data 

Year 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Jan 28 - Mar 1 WIDA April 30 April 30-

May19 

May 22 Current 

English Language 

Proficiency- Alt 

Jan 28 - Mar 1 WIDA April 30 April 30 -

May 19 

May 22 Current 

SD-ELA Mar 4 ς May 1 Cambian June 19 July 2 July 10 Current 

SD-MATH Mar 4 ς May 1 Cambian June 19 July 2 July 10 Current 

SD-ELA Alt Mar 16 ς May 1 Cambian June 19 July 2 July 10 Current 

SD-MATH Alt Mar 16 ς May 1 Cambian June 19 July 2 July 10 Current 

SD-SCI April 1 ς May 1 Cambian July 24 July 24-28 July 31 Current 

SD-SCI Alt April 1 ς May 1 Cambian July 24 July 24-28 July 31 Current 

 

Confidentiality: Protection of Student Information on Public Reports  

N-Size of 10 Rule 

 

In general, South Dakota requires public reports to suppress data if the size of the subgroup, also known 

as the N-size, is less than 10 students (Administrative Rule 24:55:07:05). Doing so protects student 

privacy.  The N-size of 10 students will apply to All Students and each subgroup.  This rule allows for 

inclusion of many small schools. Using an N-size greater than 10 students would exclude many schools 

from accountability and would decrease transparency in the state.  Accountability uses an asterisk (*) to 

denote suppression when the N-size of a subgroup is fewer than 10.  

 

There are two exceptions to the N-size of 10 Rule for the public Accountability Report Card.  First, to 

comply with ESSA, South Dakota is required to report data from the Civil Rights Data Collection, which is 

collected from district by the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights.  These data are publicly 

accessible, so no suppression is required.  Second, student and program demographic data are sourced 

from the departmentΩǎ Cŀƭƭ 9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ /ƻǳƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǎƻ ƴƻ 

suppression is required.  The department does not use suppression for private, secure reporting 

available to districts and schools in SD-STARS.  

 

Other suppression rules for the public report cards apply when: 

1. There are no data available. For example, a new school will have ƴƻ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎέ Řŀǘŀ 
available.   

2. The data does not apply to the situation.  For example, a school will not be accountable for 
English Learner Progress SPI points when the school does not have any EL students. 

3. The subgroup has no students. 
4. The school is designated as a small school or a special school.  See Small and Special School 

section for more information.  
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Additional Suppression Rules 

South Dakota uses another suppression rule to further provide protection against disclosure or 

identification of ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ.  The rule is:  

¶ Suppression is applied in the case where all students in a subgroup have an extremely low  

performance level. 

When this situation of extremely low performance level occurs, the report card will suppress all rates 

that are below 7% (range is 0% to 6.9999%) and display the message άIn accordance to South Dakota 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦέ    The rule is applied 

inverse to the above situation with rates of Chronic Absenteeism at the extreme range of above 93% 

(range is 93.9999% to 100%).  

 

Full Academic Year (FAY) 

Full Academic Year (FAY) is defined as a student enrolled from October 1 through May 1 with an 

enrollment gap of no more than 15 consecutive school days. If either of these dates fall on a weekend or 

holiday, the next business day will apply.  This assures the annual progress of a student is attributed to a 

single school. 

 

FAY is applied in four SPI indicators: Student Performance, Student Progress (only in the current year), 

English Learners Progress, and Attendance. State academic assessment scores of FAY students are also 

used for setting school-level Long Term Goals.  

 

FAY is calculated at three levels: school, district, and state. Students will be FAY across school, district, 

and state levels ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  Students who move from one school to another in 

the same district may be FAY at the district- and state-level but not at the school-level.  Students who 

move from one South Dakota district to another may FAY at the state-level but not at the district- or 

school-level.  In other words, students who move during the year may not count at school-level or 

district-level depending on where they moved.   

 

End of Academic Year Process 

School districts are required to have their year-end data finalized no later than the 2nd Friday in June of 

each year. Data needed for the report card are pulled after this date and after the department verifies 

these data.   
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Subgroup Membership 

 

Federally Recognized Student Groups 

The department will report and base accountability decisions on the following federally recognized 

student groups, also noted as subgroups. 

 

Gender Race/Ethnicity  Program Participation 

Female American Indian/Alaska Native English Learners 

Male Asian Economically Disadvantaged 

 Black/African American Foster Care 

 Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Homeless 

 Hispanic/Latino Migrant 

 Two or More Races Military Connected 

 White/Caucasian Students with Disabilities 

 

Throughout the year, students can move in and out of a subgroup. For example, a student may receive 

special education services at the beginning of the year but then stops these services during the year.  

Therefore, Accountability has business rules to determine subgroup membership. 

 

Subgroup Indicator Definition 

Female All Gender as of May 1st  

Male All Gender as of May 1st 

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native 

All Race as of May 1st  

Asian All Race as of May 1st 

Black/African 

American 

All Race as of May 1st 

Hispanic/Latino All Race as of May 1st 

Native 

Hawaiian/Pacific 

Islander 

All Race as of May 1st 

Two or More Races All Race as of May 1st 

White/Caucasian All Race as of May 1st 

Economically 

Disadvantaged 

All Student received free or reduced-price lunch record at any 

point in the year, including if the student had a prior year 

record that has an end date in the current year   

OR 

If the student attended a school identified as CEP or 

Provisional based on the list provided by CANS at any point 

in the year 
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Subgroup Indicator Definition 

English Learners ¶ Student 
Performance 

¶ Student 
Progress 

¶ Participation  

¶ All-Assessed 
Proficiency 

¶ Attendance 

¶ High School 
Completion 

¶ On-Time 
Graduation 

¶ College and 
Career 
Readiness 

Student had an active EL record at any point in the year 

except ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŜȄƛǘŜŘ 9[ ŀǎ άƳƛǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘέ  

OR 

Students was identified as 1st or 2nd year monitoring except 

those who are 1st or 2nd year monitoring who exited EL as 

άƳƛǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘέ 

¶ English 

Learners 

Progress 

Student had an active EL record at any point in the year  

Foster Care All rosters Student was identified as in foster care at any point in the 

year 

Homeless All rosters Student had homeless record at any point in the year 

Migrant All rosters Student was identified as migrant at any point in the year 

Military Connected All rosters Student was identified as military connected at any point in 

the year 

Students with 

Disabilities 

¶ Student 
Performance 

¶ Student 
Progress 

¶ Participation  

¶ All Assessed 
Proficiency 

Special Ed status as of May 1  

 

Where May 1st is listed in the table above, it the department does not mean the data were pulled from 

Infinite Campus on May 1st. Rather it means that Accountability looks at the data after the year-end sign 

off and determines what was true for the student as of May 1st.   

 

English Learners Subgroups 

Further refined subgroups are required under ESSA for English Learners (EL).  The additional EL 

subgroups are noted below.  
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English 

Learners 

Subgroups 

Indicator Definition 

EL  All Active EL are students receiving EL program services  

Long-term EL All EL who has been identified as EL for more than 5 years. 

Former EL All Students who exited EL but are still in monitoring years 1-4 

SWD EL All Active EL who are also in special education 

 

Special Education Subgroups 

The Special Education Office breaks down special education subgroup into smaller groups based on the 

assessment the student took and whether the student received accommodations. The additional special 

education subgroups are noted below. LŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ 

status not apply. 

   

Special Ed Subgroups Measure Definition 

Assessment Accommodations 

Regular With no 

accommodations 

Participation 

All-Assessed Proficiency 

Student Performance 

 

Students identified as Special Ed status as 

of May 1 and who also are noted in the 

test file with no accommodations 

With 

Accommodations 

Participation 

All-Assessed Proficiency 

Student Performance 

 

Students identified as Special Ed status as 

of May 1 and who also are noted in the 

test file with accommodations 

Alternate  Participation 

All-Assessed Proficiency 

Student Performance 

 

Students identified as Special Ed status as 

of May 1 and who took the alternate 

assessment 

 

Where May 1st is listed in the table above, it does not mean the data were pulled from Infinite Campus 

on May 1st. Rather it means that Accountability looks at the data after the year-end sign off and 

determines what was true for the student as of May 1st.   

 

Rules for Accountability SPI Indicators 

Rules for Dually Enrolled Students  

In certain cases, a student may have two (or more) enrollment records at the same school 

(Administrative Rule 24:55:07:03).  

¶ In such cases, if it is indeed the same student and the same school, only if the enrollment 

records meet FAY should they be included for purposes of accountability.   

¶ Similarly, any consecutive enrollments, irrespective of the length on either/any, should be 

combined to form one attendance record. 
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For example, a student may have one enrollment record running from August 18 through December 7 

(14 days) and another record in the same school from December 8 through May 15. These two 

enrollment records should be combined as one continuous enrollment.  Since that student would be 

considered continuously enrolled from August 18-May 15, they are also considered FAY and will count in 

FAY Attendance.  

 

Rules for Transfer Students  

Two rules apply to student transfers during the academic year (Administrative Rule 24:55:07:04). These 

are: 

¶ Students who transfer from one public school to another public school within the same public 

school district between October first and May first are counted at the district level for student 

achievement, academic growth, English language proficiency, and attendance SPI key indicator 

scores. 

¶ Students who transfer from one public school district to another public school district between 

October first and May first are counted at the state level for student achievement, academic 

growth, English language proficiency, and attendance SPI key indicator scores 

 

Participation Rate 

 

Schools must meet the 95% participation in test grades requirement in the current year to receive points 

for the student performance indicator and for a school to meet its Long-Term Goals. Meeting the 95% 

participation rule means testing at least 95% (94.50% with rounding) of students enrolled in the school 

(Administrative Rule 24:55:07:02).   

 

Testing Rules  

ESSA mandates that all students must participate in statewide assessments (ESSA 1111 (b) (2)(A) & (B) (i) 

(I), (II)).  In addition, administrative rule says at least 95% of all students will be assessed including 95% 

of students in a subgroup who are enrolled in a tested grade. 

 
It is important for all students to test, even if they move during the testing window. If a student moves 

during the testing window and has not yet been tested, the receiving school is obligated to test the 

student. Students who tested at their previous school and have moved to a new school during the 

testing window are not required to retest.  

 

Since special education may qualify for either the general or alternate assessment, additional 

considerations are necessary.   

¶ Students who qualify for the alternate assessment in one subject area should be assessed on the 
alternate assessment in all subject areas. 

¶ If a student takes the South Dakota Math Alternate Assessment but does not take the alternate 
assessment for ELA, that student will be counted in the denominator for both ELA and 
Mathematics, but only in the numerator for Mathematics. 
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¶ If the student takes the South Dakota Math Alternate Assessment but takes the South Dakota 
English Language Arts Assessment for ELA, that student will be counted in the denominator for 
both ELA and Mathematics, but only in the numerator for Mathematics. 

 

Calculating the Participation Rate 

The participation rate is calculated using the total enrollment of eligible students (denominator) and the 

number of those students who have valid test scores (numerator) for the current year.  

 

Calculation 

Numerator = Count of students with valid scores  

  
Denominator = Count of eligible students enrolled as of May 1  

 

Rules for participation rate: 

¶ Participation rate is calculated for ELA, mathematics, and science. 

¶ Participation rate is calculated separately for each subgroup and at the state-, district-, and 
school-level.  

¶ Eligible students are: 
o Enrolled more than 50 percent as of May 1.  If May 1 is on a weekend or holiday, the 

next business day will apply.   
o Excludes students who have a medical exemption.  See section on medical emergencies. 
o For ELA, includes FYIC students if they qualify for a FYIC waiver.  For mathematics and 

science, FYIC waiver does not apply to participation, so they are treated as any other 
student.  See section on First Year in Country students. Participation Rules for First Year 
in Country Students (FYIC) 

¶ Students with valid scores include:  

o Students who completed and earned a performance level on the assessment (ex: Level 

1-Level 4). 

o Students who logged in and attempting both portions of the test. Sometimes there are 

ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƎƭƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ 

scenario #2 is considered a valid score.  The student tried to take the test, but the 

technology failed to allow them to complete. 

¶ Invalidated test scores will count in the denominator for the participation rate calculation 

¶ FAY rule is not applied when calculating participation rate. 

Participation impacts the SPI points.  Schools not meeting the 95% participation rule will receive zero 

points for the portion(s) of the indicator (mathematics and/or English language arts) for which they did 

not meet the 95% participation in testing rule.   

 

Percent Not Tested 

The percent not participating is calculated as: 1 minus the participation rate.  For example, if there is a 

98% participation rate, then this would be 1-0.98 =.02, or 2% not participating in testing.  Therefore, the 

inverse of the percent not tested should equal the participation rate.   

 



May 4, 2020 

 

16 

 

Participation Rules for First Year in Country Students (FYIC)  

Students who are English Learners (EL) and in their first year of enrollment in the United States are 

called First Year in Country (FYIC) students (Administrative Rule 24:55:07:11).  FYIC students may qualify 

for a waiver for different Accountability calculations. Procedures for Review and Validation for First in 

Country (FYIC) Students  

 

To qualify for the FYIC waiver, the student:  

1. Must be an identified EL student 

2. Must not have attended schools in the United States for more than 12 months 

o The 12-month timeline means a student is FYIC if her or she first entered the United 

States between May 2 of the previous spring and May 1 of the current school year.  

o Puerto Rico students are included if they are identified as EL. 

3. Must take the English Language Proficiency Assessment if enrolled during the testing window 

to get the first-year exemption from the ELA portion of the state assessment.   

4. If the student arrives after English Language Proficiency Assessment testing window,  the school 

must administer the WIDA screener. 

Based on administrative rules, FYIC students are handled differently based on various calculations for 

each subject.  FYIC students in tested grades ARE REQUIRED to participate in the mathematics and 

science assessments but are exempt from the ELA assessment.  Exemption means they WILL count 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9LA assessment. To help clarify, below is a table that 

indicates if FYIC students are counted in the numerator or denominator for applicable calculations.  If 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘΣ C¸L/ status does not apply. FYIC exemptions do not apply to the ELP 

assessment. 

 

Accountability Rules for where FYIC students count in calculations for SPI indicators and for Participation 

Subject Measure Numerator Denominator 

ELA Participation (100% of FYIC 

students must take the ELP 

assessment or WIDA Screener) 

If the student meets qualification #3 above (takes 

the ELP Assessment or the WIDA Screener), then 

they are added to numerator and denominator.  If 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ take an assessment, they ARE counted 

in the Participation calculation. 

All-Assessed Proficiency Excluded Excluded 

Student Performance Excluded Excluded 

Mathematics Participation Included Included 

All-Assessed Proficiency Included Included 

Student Performance Excluded Excluded 

Science Participation Included Included 

All-Assessed Proficiency Included Included 

Student Performance Excluded Excluded 
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WIDA Screener Review for FYIC Students  

The WIDA Screener Grades 1-12 is a screener test used by districts to determine if a student qualifies as 

an English Learner. If a new student comes to a school and their home language is not English, schools 

give the student a WIDA screener to assess their English language skills.  These screeners help determine 

if that student should be offered instruction in the English language acquisition. For Accountability, FYIC 

waivers could depend on if the student received a WIDA screener if the student enrolled in school after 

the ACCESS test window.   

 

Accountability hŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ Ǉrocess to identify FIYC students who enroll after ELP assessment testing window 

includes the following steps: 

1. In mid-May, Data Management Office will pull the WIDA Screener Adhoc data report from 

ICSE and send that report to Title III Office. This report should only include FYIC students.  

2. Parameters for the WIDA Screener Adhoc report are:  

¶ Date first entered US after May 1 of current school year AND  

¶ Date first entered US school, after testing window in previous school year OR 

¶ Date first entered SD school, after testing window in current school year  

¶ Only students who are identified as EL and fit FYIC criteria are included 

3. Title III Office uses the ICSE and the WIDA Assessment Management System to validate FYIC 

student data in WIDA Screener Adhoc report. 

4. Title III Office will contact districts and schools as needed (i.e., two districts use a paper 

screener). 

5. Title III Office will provide a list of students that needs to be designated as FYIC to the 

Accountability Office. 

6. Accountability Office will create the overrides and provides that to the vendor to make 

changes for the report card.  

Procedures for Review and Validation for First in Country (FYIC) Students  

Title III Review & 

Validation Process 

Source  Processing 

Details 

File Process 

Timeline  

Loaded in 

SD-STARS 

Data Year 

Title III request 

Adhoc report from 

DM 

ICSE  DM to Title III May 20 No Current  

KG WIDA  

SCREENER 

ICSE Title III June 4 No Current 

WIDA Screener-

Grades 1-12 

WIDA 

Management 

System 

Title III June 4 No Current 

Details for 

correcting student 

data 

Title III Title III 

Accountability  

May 30 No Current 
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Override details Accountability Accountability 

to vendor 

June 4 ς Aug 

28 

Yes Current 

 

 

Medical Exemptions  

Students who are not able to test in the state assessments or the ELP assessment due to an emergency 

medical situation may qualify for certain exemptions in Accountability. 

 

Rules for medical exemptions 

¶ Medical exemptions are based on each state assessment. For example, a medical exemption 

could be approved for the state ELA assessment but not mathematics or science assessments; or 

an exemption could be approved for mathematics and ELA state assessments but not the 

science assessment.   

¶ If a medical exemption was approved but the student still took the state assessment anyway, 

the medical exemption approval will be revoked.  That means the student will no longer have a 

medical exemption and will be included in the calculation.    

Procedures for medical exemption include the following steps:   

¶ Step 1: District administrators will complete a medical exemption form and submit it with 

documentation to the Assessment Office (March 6 for ACCESS 2.0; third Friday in May for all 

other assessments).  The documentation must explain the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ 

situation that resulted in their inability to take one or more state assessments. 

¶ Step 2: The Assessment Office will provide information to ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ¢ŜŀƳ 

that will approve or deny exemptions based on a case-by-case review.  

¶ Step 3: The Assessment Office will follow up with districts on the approval or denial of the 

exemption.  

¶ Step 4: After all medical exemptions are determined, the Assessment Office will provide a data 

file with student ID, district ID, school ID to Accountability Office with the approved exemptions 

(by June 10). 

¶ Step 5: The Accountability Office will add medically exempt student data to the overrides that 

are shared with the vendor. 

¶ Step 6: The vendor will use the overrides to make changes to the report card. 

¶ Step 7: The Assessment Office and Accountability Office will work to validate medical exempt 

students. 

¶ No appeals will be accepted for medical exemption during the Appeal window. 
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Below is a table that indicates when medically exempt students are counted in the numerator or 

denominator for applicable calculations.    

Subject Measure Did the student take 

the test anyway? 

Numerator Denominator 

ELA Participation No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

All-Assessed 

Proficiency 

No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

Student Performance No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

Mathematics Participation No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

All-Assessed 

Proficiency 

No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

Student Performance 

 

No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

Science Participation No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

All-Assessed No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

Student Performance No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

English 

Language 

Proficiency 

Participation No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

All-Assessed No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

Student Performance No Excluded Excluded 

Yes Included Included 

 

 

All-Assessed Proficiency Report 

In addition to calculating and reporting accountability results, South Dakota is required to report on all 

students who took state assessments (ELA, math, science ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά!ƭƭ-Assessed Proficiency 

wŜǇƻǊǘΦέ   

 

Student data included in the All-Assessed Proficiency Report is the same as Accountability student 

performance rate without the Full Academic Year (FAY) requirement.  The All-Assessed Proficiency 

Report includes the current-year scores of all students. 

 

Rules for the All-Assessed Proficiency Report: 
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¶ Students included in the report (1) were enrolled for more than 50% as of May 1 and (2) 

completed the state assessment.   

¶ Reports must be generated at the state-, district- and school-levels.  The one exception is feeder 

schools.  CŜŜŘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴ !ƭƭ-Assessed Proficiency Report as the schools do not 

have tested grades. 

¶ The report provides a breakdown of data by subgroup and each assessed grade level.  

¶ The report provides a breakdown of the types of assessments, regular and alternate 

assessments for ELA, mathematics, and science results; and these data are further broken down 

by: 

Á Not Tested - students who did Not test 

Á Not Scoreable - students who tested but do Not have a valid score. These include 

students who logged in and attempted the test. Sometimes there are technical glitches 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ Ін ƛǎ 

considered a valid score.  The student tried to take the test, but the technology failed to 

allow them to complete. 

Á Level 1 - Those who tested and scored Level 1 

Á Level 2 - Those who tested and scored Level 2 

Á Level 3 - Those who tested and scored Level 3 

Á Level 4 - Those who tested and scored Level 4 

¶ When available, the report should also include comparison to prior year.  

¶ The report must include subgroup size, also known as N-size. 

 

Small and Special Schools  

 

Small Schools 

 

A small school or district is defined as having fewer than 10 students in tested grades over three years 

(Administrative Rule 24:55:07:06). The basis of this designation is the school or district is deemed to not 

have enough data points to evaluate using statistical methods alone and is evaluated using an audit 

process. Schools with fewer than ten students tested over the three years considered for student 

achievement must undergo a small school audit process to determine progress towards academic goals. 

  

Annual process for identifying small schools:  

1. The Accountability Office will review the iMart ADW SNAP_Accountability_Results table to 

determine which schools have fewer than 10 students in tested grades over three years.  These 

will be identified as small schools. These results will be validated with the ICSE school data. 

2. The Accountability Office will note these small schools in the Master Spreadsheet file, which will 

then be provided to the vendor to use to update the report cards.   

3. If a small school is also identified as a special school, it will remain on the special school list and 

be removed from the small school list. 
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Once identified, the departmentΩǎ cross-divisional team will evaluate each small school. The team will 

ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ performance over the past three years to identify trends in the Accountability 

indicators such as attendance, performance. The teams will also evaluate three years of the additional 

data to evaluate the school against the criteria established through the application process. Should 

promising or concerning trends become evident through this individualized examination, small schools 

will be eligible for school improvement designation.  

 

Special Schools  

 

Schools scattered throughout the state meet unique needs and challenges of students beyond a 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ (Administrative Rule 24:55:07:16).  Some examples include: 

¶ Schools that are tending to the needs of students with the most severe disabilities 

¶ Schools structured to attend specifically to behavioral needs of children with the intent of 

preparing them to be ready to re-enter traditional buildings. 

¶ Schools focusing on English Language acquisition for students who have recently arrived in the 

country with the express purpose of building up English skills rapidly so that students acquire 

the baseline English skills needed to enter the traditional classroom.   

Definition 

Special Schools are schools that serve special populations for whom an accountability determination 

could not otherwise be made will be determined on a case-by-case basis using the special school audit 

process.  

Students Attending Unique Facilities 

In certain circumstances, students attend unique facilities that are part of a district, but whose mission is 

not primarily education. Typically, these facilities address unique needs students may have (i.e., 

behavioral, incarceration, severe disabilities, English language acquisition, etc.).    

 

Accountability uses funding codes and other logic to determine where to include/count student data in 

a school, district or state report card.   

 

Student data will count as follows:  

¶ Where the district controls the enrollment of a student in the program, students are counted at 

all levels-the school, district, and state. 

¶ Where the district does Not control the enrollment, students are counted at both school- and 

state-levels but Not at the district-level.  This would include state-placed students.   
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Audit Process  

1. A team of representatives from across the department will review and ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 

performance using up to three years to see if there are any promising or concerning trends that 

may make them eligible for this designation. 

2. Additional data points will be identified to review (i.e., local assessments of English Proficiency 

gains for a school catering to the acquisition of English and transition to the general classroom 

for newly arrived Els; or transition plan completion data for a school operating solely to meet 

the special education transition needs of their students). 

3. LŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΣ the departmentΩǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜ L ǘŜŀƳ will 

contact the superintendent with an invitation to apply for special school status.  

4. Through the application, the superintendent will outline the mission of the school, how the 

school can or cannot meet traditional accountability requirements, and how the district would 

propose hold the school accountable.  

5. A cross-divisional team at the department will review and determine which schools that apply 

for special school status will be approved. 

6. hƴŎŜ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŀ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

school for three years. 

7. {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ recommendation if 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ 

The department will follow the same audit process for any school or district requesting special school 

status that is eligible. When it is inappropriate or even impossible to apply the rules of the SPI process, 

the department will ensure overall accountability through the Special School Audit process. 

 

Report Card Details  

Schools designated as small and special schools will receive Accountability indicator data, long term 

goals, and other accountability data in a private report card.  While these schools and districts will not 

be ranked or rated with other schools in the state on the SPI index, small and special schools will be able 

to see the SPI points by indicator in their private report cards.  The public report card will show only the 

top section of the About the School page will be provided. This includes data including a map, Title I 

status, school support status, small school designation, grade span, poverty status, and minority status 

information. A list of small and special schools will be available from the public report card. 

 

 

School/District EdStructures Considerations 

New Schools 

For Accountability, a new school is defined as:  

1. A school in its first year of operation and has no historical connection to an existing school.  

2. A school where 50 percent of the student population of the school building ς or grade spans 

tested in that building - has been removed and replaced with students from another school 

within the district.  
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When two or more schools combine, and one or more of the schools is identified for support, an 

examination of the student population will be conducted.  If 50% or more of the new student body is 

from a school identified as CSI, TSI, and/or ATSI, the school will receive that designation.  If the new 

school has 50% or more of their student body from both CSI and TSI/ATSI schools, the school will receive 

the identification of the school with the greater percentage of students from the identified school.   

 

District Consolidation 

In a case where two or more districts consolidate, prior status for all districts and schools involved will 

be void.  The newly formed district and its schools will obtain their first status and Long Term Goals 

targets based upon assessment results of the first full year of operation.  

 

Feeder/Receiver Schools 

Feeder schools are schools with no tested grades, and that serve grades lower than 3rd (Administrative 

Rule: 24:55:07:07).  If a school has no tested ƎǊŀŘŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άFeeder {ŎƘƻƻƭΦέ Feeder 

Schools will then be paired with a school that has tested grades and into which the majority of the 

Feeder {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƛǊŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άReceiver {ŎƘƻƻƭΦέ  

SPI Points Details 

Each school has its own calculated SPI points for the Overall Score, but sometimes the Feeder and 

Receiver School share SPI points and rates. Each school maintains its own Overall Score.  They will never 

share rosters.  See table below.   

Indicator SPI Points Rates Roster 

Student 

Performance 

The Feeder School will 

receive the SPI points of its 

Receiver School 

The Report Card will 

report proficiency rates for 

Feeder School from its 

Receiver School. 

A Feeder School will Not 

have a student roster, 

while the Receiver School 

will 

Student 

Progress  

The Feeder School will 

receive the SPI points of its 

Receiver School, unless 

the Receiver School does 

not serve 4th grade or 

beyond. In this case, both 

Feeder and Receiver 

{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀ άŘŀǘŀ 

ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜέ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻƴ 

Student Progress page. 

The Report Card will 

report rates for Feeder 

School from its Receiver 

School. 

A Feeder School will Not 

have a student roster, 

while the Receiver School 

will 

School 

Environment 

(Attendance) 

Each school shall maintain 

its own separate SPI 

points. 

Each school shall maintain 

its own separate rate. 

A Feeder School and 

Receiver School will have 

their own, distinct student 

roster.   
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English  

Learners 

Progress  

 

Each school shall maintain 

its own separate SPI 

points. 

Each school shall maintain 

its own ELP rate unless 

one or both schools have 

fewer than 10 students; in 

that case, the district rates 

will be reported  

A Feeder School and 

Receiver School will have 

their own, distinct student 

roster.   

Science NA A Feeder School science 

rate bar graphs will display 

an asterisk (*) even if 

Receiver School has a 

science performance rate.  

This is because 5th grade is 

the first tested grade for 

science and the Feeder 

schools have primary 

grades 

A Feeder School will Not 

have a student roster, 

while the Receiver School 

will 

Participation NA Participation will NOT be 

reported for a Feeder 

School. 

A Feeder School will Not 

have a student roster, 

while the Receiver School 

will 

All-Assessed 

Proficiency 

NA All-Assessed data will NOT 

be reported for a Feeder 

School. 

A Feeder School will Not 

have a student roster, 

while the Receiver School 

will 

Overall Score Each school will maintain 

its own Overall Score (total 

SPI points) 

NA NA 

 

District and State Level Rules 

When there are feeder/receive relationships, it is important that students are not double counted at the 

district and state level for any indicators or reporting.  Just because the Feeder School shares the 

Student Performance Rate from the Receiver School does Not mean that those students should count 

twice at a district or state level.   

¶ For district percentages, the Student Performance and Student Progress data associated with a 

Feeder School should NOT be included. 

¶ For the state percentages, the Student Performance and Student Progress data associated with 

Feeder Schools should NOT be included. 
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School Support Classification 

When determining school support classifications for Feeder schools, there are some rules to keep in 

mind.   

¶ ! ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ {tL ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ proficiency and 

progress and the feeder schoolΩs attendance data.   

¶ ! ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ attendance data will be considered when determining designations for TSI 

schools.  The feeder school will need to be consistently underperforming in all eligible indicators 

in order to be identified as TSI.    

¶ Feeder school can apply for a waiver to not receive the same school support designation if they 

have completed a comprehensive needs assessment and have evidence to show that the feeder 

school does not have systemic issues. 

Example Public Report Card 

In School District X, Elementary A is a Feeder for Elementary B (Receiver). All kids from Elementary A 

continue onto Elementary B for 3rd grade.  Therefore, the Student Performance and Student Progress 

rates from Elementary B will be reported in Elementary ARC. 

 

1. Elementary A (Feeder) reports Elementary B (Receiver) SPI points for Performance and Progress. 

Both schools have the same SPI points for Student Performance and Student Progress but will 

differ in School Environment (Attendance) and  English Learners Progress rates as well as their 

earned SPI points. Thus, overall SPI points for Feeder/Receiver schools might be different.  
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2. Student Performance rates (mathematics and ELA) are the same for both Feeder and Receiver 

schools. See images below: Elementary A (Feeder) Student Performance by subject area. 

Elementary B will not have tested grades for science so reports the science proficiency rate as 

an asterisk. If Elementary B has tested grades for science, Elementary A would show * while 

Elementary B would display a rate.  
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3. Student Progress is reported the same rates as Receiver School. When a Receiver School does 

not report Student Progress, the Feeder School will not report Student Progress.  Rather, ŀ άŘŀǘŀ 

ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜέ ƻǊ άƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ мл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻw on the report card page for 

progress. 
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4. School Environment indicator is Attendance. Data are ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ own data.  
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Example Private Report Card 

In the private report card, Elementary A will have access to rosters for English Learners Progress and 

Attendance that displays only the students enrolled at Elementary A.  Elementary A does NOT display a 

Student Performance roster or a Student Progress roster.  

 

 

Elementary B will have rosters for Student Performance, Student Progress (if the school has a grade span 

beyond 3rd grade), English Learners Progress, and Attendance.  Each roster will include only the students 

enrolled at Elementary B.  No Elementary A students should appear on Elementary B rosters. 

 

Redistribution of SPI Points 

Consistency with the 100-point School Performance Index (SPI) is particularly important when 

conducting the calculations for classifying school support, and for the fidelity of calculating the overall 

SPI points for individual schools.  For that reason, the department created rules for reallocating SPI 

points to other academic indicators (non-academic indicators are: School Quality-Attendance; High 

School Completion).   

 

Rules for redistribution of SPI points: 

¶ If the N-size is below 10 for an indicator  

¶ If there are no students for an indicator 

Redistribution of SPI points for elementary and middle schools is applied: 

¶ If a school and district have fewer than 10 EL students, they are not accountable for the English 

Learners Progress indicator. Those 10 points will be redistributed equally to all other academic 

indicators:  

1. Student Performance would be 45 Points (22.5 for English language arts, 22.5 for 

mathematics)  

2. Student Progress would be 45 Points (11.25 Points for English Language arts, 11.25 

Points for mathematics, 11.25 Points for English language arts Lowest Quartile, 11.25 

Points for mathematics Lowest Quartile. 

3. Attendance would stay as 10 Points, because it is a non-academic/School Quality-

Attendance measure 

¶ If a school is not accountable for the Student Progress Indicator, then those 40 points will be 

redistributed equally to all other academic indicators: 

1. Student Performance would be 72 Points (36 for English Language Arts, 36 for 

Mathematics) 

2. English Learners Progress would be 18 Points 
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3. Attendance would stay as 10 Points, because it is a non-academic/School Quality-

Attendance measure 

¶ If a school and district are not accountable for English Learners Progress (10 pts) AND Student 

Progress (40 pts), then those 50 Points will be redistributed equally to Student Performance (45 

for English Language Arts, 45 for mathematics). 

Redistribution of SPI points for high schools is applied: 

¶ If a school and district are not accountable for the English Learners Progress Indicator, then 

those 10 points will be redistributed equally to all other academic indicators:  

o Student Performance would be 43.34 Points (21.67 for English Language Arts, 21.67 for 

Mathematics) 

o College and Career Readiness would be 28.33 Points 

o On-Time Graduation would be 15.83 Points 

o High School Completion would stay as 12.5 Points, because it is a non-academic/School 

Quality-Attendance measure. 

¶ If a high school has no students in CCR, then those 25 points are redistributed equally to the 

other three Academic Indicators: 

o Student Performance would be 48.3 Points (40 + 8.3 = 48.3) 

o On-Time Graduation would be 20.83 Points (12.5 + 8.3 = 20.8) 

o English Learners Progress would be 18.4 Points (10 + 8.4 = 18.4) 

o High School Completion would stay as 12.5 Points, because it is a non-academic/School 

Quality-Attendance measure 

Redistribution of SPI points when a school has no students in an SPI indicator: 

o No students in Student Performance-those points are redistributed to Student Progress 

and/or English Learners Progress (only if the school is accountable for ELP) 

o No students in On-Time Graduation-those points are redistributed to Student 

Performance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 4, 2020 

 

31 

 

Image of SPI points redistribution from ELP (10 pts) & Student Progress (40 pts) to Student 

Performance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image of SPI points from ELP to other academic indicators: 
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Chapter Two: The Elementary and 

Middle School Accountability System 
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The Elementary and Middle School Accountability System incorporates four key indicators of school 

performance. 

 

Indicator #1: Student Performance 

 

Elementary, middle and high schools are accountable for the Student Performance indicator. This 

ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ state ELA and mathematic assessments. The 

Accountability Report Card also reports proficiency rates for the science assessments however science 

scores are not included in the SPI calculation. The South Dakota Assessments are single snapshot, 

summative assessments designed to measure each studeƴǘΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ 

standards in ELA and math.  A student receives a scale score which falls into four achievement levels: 

Level 1 being the lowest level, Level 3 indicating proficiency, and Level 4 indicating advanced 

performance. Levels 1 and 2 are considered not proficient; levels 3 and 4 are proficient and above.   

Note: High school grades (11 and 12) are referred to in this section since performance measure details 

are the same for elementary and middle schools. 

 

Proficiency Rate Rules 

¶ Rates include all students who tested in grades 3-8 and 11 as well as Grade 12 students who did 

not take assessments in 11th grade for a school or district.  Exceptions are students with 

approved medical exemptions and FYIC students. 

¶ Rates are calculated for ELA, mathematics, and science.   

¶ Only FAY students are considered in the proficiency rate calculation. 

¶ Invalidated test scores count in the proficiency rate denominator.   

¶ Students Not counted at the school level will Not be included in the calculations that determine 

SPI points. 

¶ Only those students with the most severe cognitive disabilities take an alternate assessment. 

 

Transfer students  

¶ Performance scores for FAY students who transfer from one public school to another public 
school within the same school district in South Dakota between October 1 and May 1 with an 
enrollment gap of no more than 15 consecutive school days are counted at the district-level and 
state-level. Those students will not be counted at the school-level.   

¶ Performance scores for FAY students who transfer from one public school district to another 
public school district in South Dakota between October 1 and May 1 with an enrollment gap of 
no more than 15 consecutive school days are counted at the state-level for student 
performance and used for setting the state long term goals. Those students will not be counted 
at the school-level or district-level.  

 

Results on the South Dakota Assessments and the South Dakota Alternate Assessments will be returned 

in two ways:  

¶ Multi-Year Proficiency 

¶ Current Year Proficiency 
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Multi-Year Proficiency Calculation 

Multi-Year proficiency reports three years of student performance for all subject areas in the report 

cards. SPI points are calculated based on multiple years of data. Note: Science Field Test year data 

results will be reported in the 2019-20 report card because the department did not request a waiver 

with USED. 

 

    Numerator = Count of FAY students who tested at Level 3 or 4 in 2017-18 + count of FAY students who 

tested at Level 3 or 4 in 2018-19 + count of FAY students who tested at Level 3 or 4 in 2019-20 

 

Denominator = Count of FAY students who tested in 2017-18 + count of FAY students who tested in 

2018-19 + count of FAY students who tested in 2019-20 

 

Earning SPI Points (Three-year calculation) 

SPI points ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ 9[! ŀƴŘ 

mathematics. The N-size of 10 is applied over the three years used for the indicator, rather than an N-

size of 10 for each individual year. If a school has fewer than 10 students over three years, the school is 

considered a Small School (see Small and Special Schools section).  Points are awarded by looking at the 

performance of the All Students subgroup on the state assessment in ELA and mathematics.   

 

The percentage of students scoring at each performance level is calculated and then multiplied by the 

point value given to that performance level. The point values applied to each performance level details 

are provided in the table below. 

 

Performance Level Point Values 

Level 1 0.25 

Level 2 0.50 

Level 3 1.00 

Level 4 1.25 

 

Current Year Proficiency Calculation 

The current year proficiency rate reports current school year performance rates for all subject areas.   

{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎŀǊŘǎΦ   

 

Numerator = Count of FAY students who tested at Level 3 or 4 in current school year

 

Denominator = Count of FAY students who tested at any level in current school year 
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Current Year Participation  

 

The final component of Student Performance is the participation rate.  All students enrolled in a South 

Dakota public school as of May 1 are required to participate in the ELA, math and science assessments. 

 

To comply with the 95% participation in testing rule, untested students above the amount allowed in 

the Administrative Rule are included in the calculation and assigned a value of zero points for the 

percent of tests not taken above the five percent allowed. 

 

Federal and state law requires that 95 percent of students, at the school, district, and state levels, and 

across every subgroup, participate in the state assessment.  Refer to pages 15 -18 for additional details 

and rules for participation in testing (Administrative Rule 24:55:07:02). 

 

The below steps reflect how to calculate the percent of points earned based on the performance level of 

students on the assessments for ELA and math.  Note that all calculations are based on adding together 

the most recent consecutive three years of data. 

 

Phase I steps for calculating points achieved by performance level for ELA and math           

                                                           

1. Determine the denominator for the calculation.  This number reflects the larger of either 
those students assessed or 95 percent of eligible students, as identified in participation rate 
(current year only for ELA and math assessments). 

a. If a school met participation requirements for All Students group, continue to Step 4. 
b. If a school did not meet participation requirements for All Students group, determine 

the number of students required to bring the school up to the 95 percent bar.  The 
students represented here are given a value of zero point value. 

2. Determine the number of students scoring at Level 1 and translate into a percent of 
students using the denominator arrived at in Step 3.  These students are given a value of 
0.25 point value. 

3. Determine the number of students scoring at Level 2 and translate into a percent of 
students using the denominator arrived at in Step 3.  These students are given a value of 
0.50 point value. 

4. Determine the number of students scoring at Level 3 (proficient) and translate into a 
percent of students using the denominator arrived at in Step 3.  These students are given a 
value of 1.00 point value. 

5. Determine the number of students scoring at Level 4 (proficient) and translate into a 
percent of students using the denominator arrived at in Step 3.  These students are given a 
value of 1.25 point value.  

6. Add the counts of non-participants and Level 1-4 together to get a total count.  
7. Divide non-participants and levels 1-4 by the total count to get a percent of total. 
8. Take the percent of total times the point value to get a percent of points earned.   
9. Add up the percent of points earned for the non-participants and levels 1-4 to arrive at the 

total percent of points earned.  If the sum is greater than 100%, cap at 100% of points 
earned. 
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Example of above steps calculation results: 

  

Nonparticipants 

to get up to 

95% 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Total 

Total Points 

Earned (% x 

20 points 

possible by 

subject 

area) 

N-size 2 27 50 100 21 200 

Percent of total 1.00% 13.50% 25.00% 50.00% 10.50% 100% 

Point value 0.00 0.25 0.50 1.00 1.25  

% of points earned 0.00% 3.38% 12.50% 50.00% 13.13% 79.01% 15.80 

 

Phase II steps for calculating points:   

1. Multiply the total percent of points times the number of points possible to get the total 

points earned.  Per the example in the above table, you would multiple the percentage of 

points earned by 20 (see Appendix A for rounding rules) Appendix A: Accountability 

Rounding Rules 

a. 79% multiplied by 20 = 15.80 for Mathematics 

b. 88% multiplied by 20 = 17.60 for ELA 

c. Total earned points for Student Performance for this school is 33.40, which is the 

sum of 15.80 and 17.60.  

2. In most cases, there are 40 points possible for the Student Performance indicator (exception 

if a small school).  To calculate the percentage of points earned, divide the amount earned 

by the amount possible.  In this case, it would be 33.40 divided by 40 = 84% of the possible 

points were earned by the school. No school may earn more points than maximum possible. 

Example of above steps calculation results: 

 

Report card image for Student Performance indicator showing current year proficiency rates: 

 

 
 

 

Subject % of Points Earned Points Earned  Total Points for Student 

Performance 

Mathematics 79.00% 15.80 
33.4033.40 

ELA 88.00% 17.60 
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SPI and Invalidated Test Scores  

¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ process for invalidating test scores based on a unique situation at a school is case by 

case determination. Invalidated test scores will count in the denominator when calculating multi-year 

and current year proficiency.  The invalidation of test scores Ƴŀȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ {tL Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

student performance indicator if the school did not test 95% of their students in the current school year 

(Administrative Rule: 24:55:02:06). 

 
Indicator #2: Student Progress  

 

Student Progress is based on the Student Growth Percentiles model.  In this model, every student is 

compared to his or her peers (Administrative Rule 24:55:02:12).  Test scores of students in grades 4 ς 8 

are used to capture two successive years of test scores for this measure.  Student Progress is based on 

the students who meet Full Academic Year (FAY) in the current school year.   

 

Students are grouped with other South Dakota students based on their performanŎŜ ƻƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

state assessments. Then their scores for current year state assessments are compared as a group to 

determine how much they grew.  Those students with a relatively current year higher score (i.e., they 

grew more) will have a higher Student Growth Percentile (SGP).  Those with a relatively lower prior year 

score (i.e., they grew less than their peers) will have a lower SGP. The modeling through Student Growth 

Percentiles is then used to project how the student will perform within the next three years.   

 

¶ Three categories of students are factored into the numerator of the Student Progress 

calculation. These categories qualify for meeting the growth standard: 

1. Those students who are currently proficient and projected to stay proficient receive a 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άYŜŜǇƛƴƎ ¦ǇΦέ   

2. Those who are not yet proficient but for whom the model projects will become 

ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ά/ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ¦ǇΦέ   

3. Those who are not proficient and not projected to become proficient, but who are 

achieving significant progress (defined as a Student Growth Percentile of 70 or above, 

i.e., growing at a rate of better than 70 percent of his or her peers), are designated as 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ά±ŜǊȅ IƛƎƘ DǊƻǿǘƘΦέ   

¶ The above three categories of students, plus the students Not Meeting the Growth standard, are 

the denominator. 

¶ Students who are counted only at the district or state level and are not counted at the school 

will not be included in the calculations that determine SPI points. 
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Definition of Student Progress Designations 

Designation 
Current Year 

Proficiency 

Where will student be 

In 3 Years?  

 

Current Growth 

Keeping Up Proficient Will stay proficient  

Catching Up Not Proficient Will be proficient  

Very High Growth Not Proficient Will not be proficient SGP of 70 or above 

Others 
Proficient 

Not Proficient  

Will not be proficient 

Will not be proficient 
SGP of below 70 

 

The report cards display rates for both the All Students and the Lowest Quartile groups.   

 

All-Student Progress Calculation  

The All-Student Progress calculation allows schools to know how all of their students are doing in terms 

of growth.  Schools can compare their curǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ   

 

Numerator: Number of current year C!¸ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ 

earned a designation of Keeping Up, Catching Up, or Very High Growth

  
Denominator: Number of current year C!¸ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ 

 

Lowest Quartile Progress Calculation  

The Lowest Quartile is comprised of those students who achieved the lowest 25 percent of scores on the 

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 

calculation tells schools how well their poor performers are doing.  

 

NumeratorΥ bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ C!¸ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

was in the lowest 25 percent of scores who also earned a designation of Keeping Up, Catching Up, or 

Very High Growth

  
Denominator: NuƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ȅŜŀǊ C!¸ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

was in the lowest 25 percent of scores 
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Earning SPI Points 

Points are awarded based on the performance of the All Students group as well as the Lowest Quartile 

students in ELA and mathematics.  An example of calculating Student Progress points: 

 

 

Image of Student Progress rates/3-yr Trend for ELA and Mathematics: 

 
 

 

 

 

Student Groups 

ELA Mathematics 

Total SPI Points % Meeting 

Standard 

SPI Points % Meeting 

Standard 

SPI Points 

All Students 78.00% 7.80 61.33% 6.13 
27.40 

Lowest Quartile 73.68% 7.68 57.89% 5.79 
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Processing, Loading Schedule  

Data Element Provider of Growth 

Percentile Measure 

data file 

File Received 

Timeline 

File 

Processing 

Timeline 

Loaded in 

SD-STARS 

Data 

Year 

SD-ELA eMetric 4-day turnaround July 13 July 17 current 

SD-MATH eMetric 4-day turnaround July 13 July 17 current 

SD-ELA Alt eMetric 4-day turnaround July 13 July 17 current 

SD-MATH Alt eMetric 4-day turnaround July 13 July 17 current 
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Indicator #3: English Learners Progress  

 

The English Learners Progress (ELP) indicator is designed to focus on the progress of English Learners 

students using the English Language Proficiency (ELP) Assessment.  South Dakota's objective is to help 

English Learners attain language mastery within five years of entering an English Learners program. The 

English Learners Progress indicator is based on the students who meet Full Academic Year (FAY) in the 

current school year. (Administrative Rule 24:55:02:15)  

 

Creating Targets ς Linear Progress Trajectory  

Point of Entry 

¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ELP Assessment. The indicator is structured to 

consider separately students taking the ELP Assessment ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ELP Assessment. 

¶ All English Learners students who have been in the program before the 2016-17 Academic Year 

will have their progress trajectories set on their 2016-17 English Language Proficiency (ELP) 

Assessment Composite Score, regardless of how long they have been in the English Learners 

program (Linear Growth cannot be accurately calculated using scores from two different tests).    

¶ For English Learners students identified after 2016-2017, their first ELP Assessment Composite 

Score will become the baseline score used to calculate their progress trajectories. 

Exit Criteria 

The point structure for the English Learners Progress indicator is similar to the Student Performance 

indicator.  Schools earn a percentage of points based on how English Learners students are performing 

towards the ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ goals for reaching language proficiency.  English language proficiency means a 

student has 

1. Scored a composite score of 5.0 or higher on the ELP Assessment  OR 

2. Scored a 4.0 or higher on the ELP Assessment AND a Level 3 or 4 on the SD-ELA Assessment 

3. Note: For the purpose of consistency, all students will follow the Linear Progress Trajectory 

based on the 5.0 Exit Critera) 

The scores for those students who take the ELP Alternative Assessment (ELP Alt) are not included in the 

SPI indicator calculations.   

 

Years to Exit 

 

Once English Learners students take the ELP Assessment for the first time, the Composite Score they get 

is used to determine the number of years it will take for individual students to exit the English Learners 

program. The table below shows the number of years for an English Learners student to exit the 

program after taking their first ELP Assessment.  
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First ACCESS 

2.0 Score 

Years to Exit after 

First ACCESS 2.0 

1.0 to 1.9 5 years 

2.0 to 2.9 5 years 

3.0 to 3.9 4 years 

4.0 to 4.9 3 years 

5.0 to 6.0 Exit 

 

Calculation 

 The first Composite Score with the years to exit is used to create a Linear Progress Trajectory. The 

equation used to calculate the Linear Progress Trajectory is:  

 

Numerator: 5.0 on ELP Assessmentς First Score 

  
Denominator: Years to Exit based on first ELP Assessment 2.0 Composite Score 

 

 

The Linear Progress Trajectory is used as annual target scores a student must achieve to receive full 

points each time they take the ELP Assessment. Below is an example of what an individual studentΩǎ 

targets would look like over a 5-year trajectory.  

 

Initial ACCESS 2.0 

Level 

Years to 

Exit 

Year 1 

Target 

Year 2 

Target 

Year 3 

Target 

Year 4  

Target 

Year 5  

Target 

2.2 5 years 2.7 3.3 3.8 4.4 5.0  

 

Rounding Rule  

The Linear Growth Trajectory is measured to the hundredth decimal place and the ELP Assessment 

measures scores by the tenth decimal place. We calculate targets using the hundredth, but ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

score is rounded down to the tenth (Rounding up would mean they would have to earn a higher than 

intended score with a linear progress trajectory). See Appendix A for rounding rules. Appendix A: 

Accountability Rounding Rules 
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Missing and Invalidated ACCESS Scores 

 

Students missing any domain score will not receive a composite score. The SD-ELP lists the reasons why 

a subtest may not have been scored.  These reasons are specific to each of the possible domains. These 

ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΧ 

 

Since these students do not have a composite score, they would have been identified as non-testers and 

put into one of these two categories: 

¶ Newly-Identified EL, not tested 

¶ Returning EL, not tested 

For both categories, the students will count in the denominator but not the numerator for EL On Track, 

EL Exited, and EL Progress rates.  In addition, there are NO SPI Points earned for these categories.   

However, there is an exception.  The exception to this rule is for students who have a Do Not Score Code 

of SPD.  Students with the SPD code will NOT count against the school since it is due to their disability 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƳŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {t5 LƴǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ 

category and are not included in the On Track, Exited, or EL Progress rates.   

Reset Baseline and Target Goals Rule 

Mobility occurs with EL students. Some leave the state or country and return to South Dakota and enroll 

in public schools.  For this reason, Accountability created a new business rule in 2019-20. This rule is 

described below. 

Reset baseline assessment score and initiate new target goals: 

1. LŦ 9[ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
2. If EL student leaves the state for two or more years  
3. If EL student initially took the regular SD-ELP then takes the SD-ELP Alt for two or more years  
4. If EL student takes the SD-9[t ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ όŜȄΥ 

has a code of ABS, INV, DEC, SPD) 
5. If EL student has a gap in their SD-ELP assessments for any reason for two or more years. 

 

Code Do Not Score Circumstance 

ABS The student was absent and did not take or complete a particular domain test 

INV A particular domain test was invalid according to state or district policy. For example, this 

code might be used due to student illness or inappropriate testing practices.  

DEC The student declined to take or complete a particular domain test.  SD-ELP is a required 

annual assessment, and students cannot simply opt out.  Use this code only after several 

unsuccessful attempts to engage the student in the assessment 

SPD ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ L9t ƻǊ рл4 team has determined that the student should not participate in 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ǘŜǎǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
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These students are then treated as First Time Test Takers, even though they were identified in previous 
years.  
 
Some students have a gap in their EL tests of 1 year.  These students are not rebaselined, meaning their 
base year and targets from the previous year remain.  However, the target the student is measured 
against ignores the gap; and the student is held accountable for the target one additional year from the 
last time they took the SD-ELP.   
 

Earning SPI Points 

Points will be awarded based on the performance of English Learners students on the ELP Assessment. 

Students can fall into one of eleven growth categories, whether they are first identified as an EL, or they 

are a returning EL without a test. 

 

First-identified students (students without a previous ELP Assessment test score): 

¶ Students who took the ELP Assessment for the first time and who met the exit criteria, meaning 
they met English language proficiency, within their first year of receiving services are assigned to 
the category worth 1.0 point value. 

¶ Other students who took the ELP Assessment for the first time and did Not exit within their first 
year of services are given a Progress trajectory but are NOT INCLUDED in this indicator until the 
second year of identification when progress towards growth can be calculated. 
 

Students with at least one previous ELP Assessment score:  

¶ Students required to take ELP Assessment but did NOT will be assigned to the category worth 
zero point value. 

¶ Students who took ELP Assessment as required but either lost proficiency or failed to make 
progress will be assigned to the category worth 0.25 point value. 

¶ Students who are Not on track to exit within the prescribed time frame but who have  
progressed in proficiency OR students who did NOT take the ELP Assessment when first 
identified but then took the assessment for the first time this year will be assigned to the 
category worth 0.50 point value. 

¶ Students who passed their projected exit date and then exited late will be assigned to a category 
worth 0.50 points.  

¶ Students who are either on track to exit within the prescribed time frame OR students who 
exited on time are assigned to the category worth 1.0 point value. This includes students who 
exit on their first assessment. (NEW: Students who scored a 4.0 on the ELP Assessment AND 
scored a level 3 or 4 on the ELA Assessment AND were in their 5th and final year of the Years to 
Exit are included in this category) 

¶ Students who exit early (ahead of the prescribed timeframe) are assigned to the category worth 
1.25 point value. (NEW: Students who scored a 4.0 on the ELP Assessment AND scored a level 3 
or 4 on the ELA Assessment AND were fewer than 5 years into his/her Years to Exit are included 
in this category.) 
 

Students excluded from SPI: 

¶ Students who take the alternate assessment 

¶ Students who took the SD-ELP for the first time and did not exit within their first year of EL 
services 
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¶ Students who took the SD-ELP but did not get a composite score due to SPD circumstance 

The table below describes the seven categories and points: 
 

Growth Category Point Value/Weight 

Newly-Identified EL, not tested 0.00 

Returning EL, not tested 0.00 

Returning EL, tested, no growth 0.25 

Returning EL, growing but not meeting goals 0.50 

Returning EL, tested, late exit 0.50 

Newly-Identified EL, exiting 1.00 

Returning EL, tested, meeting growth goals 1.00 

Returning El, tested, early exit 1.25 

Alternate Assessment Not Included 

First Time Test Taker Not Included 

Special Ed Exception Not Included 

 

SPI Points Awarded 

Only FAY students are considered in the EL progress calculations.  Once all FAY English Learners students 

have been assigned to the appropriate category as denoted above, the cumulative percentages of 

students in each point category are multiplied by the point level, and by the points available for the 

indicator to create a calculated ELP indicator score.  

 

An example for calculating SPI points for the English Learners Progress Indicator: 

 

Newly-

identified 

EL, not 

tested 

Returning 

EL, not 

tested 

Returning 

EL, 

tested, 

no 

growth 

Returning 

EL, 

growing 

but not 

meeting 

goals 

Returning 

EL, 

tested, 

early exit Newly-

identified 

EL exiting  

Returning 

EL, 

tested, 

meeting 

growth 

goals 

Returning 

EL, 

tested, 

early exit Totals 

Total 

Points 

Earned 

(lesser 

of 10.0 

or sum 

of all 

points) 

N-size 10 10 20 10 10 10 20 10 100 

Percent of total EL 10.00% 10.00% 20.00% 10.00% 10.00% 10.00% 20.00% 10.00% 100% 

Point value/weight 0 0.25 0.5 1.00 1.25  

Points Earned 0 5.00% 10.00% 30.00% 12.50% 57.5% 5.75 
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N-Size of 10 Rule for English Learners Progress Indicator 

{ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩǎ districts vary widely in the number of EL students they serve.  Any school that meets the 

N-size of 10 students will be held accountable and receive points based on the performance of its 

students for the English Learners Progress (ELP) indicator.  

 

¶ If a school in a district does not meet the EL N-size of 10 in the current school year, but the 

district identifies 10 or more Els in the current year, that school will receive the percentage of 

points earned at the district level for the indicator.  

¶ If a school and district did not meet the N-size of 10 in the current year, the points for the ELP 

indicator will be redistributed to the other academic indicators. (See Redistribution of SPI points 

section for details and examples).   

¶ This table shows what data will show for each school and district depending on the number of 

EL students in each. 

 
 

English Language Proficiency Indicator SPI Points 
 

Scenario 1: 

Schools in one district  Number of ELs in current year  

Elementary A 0 ELs 

Elementary B 7 ELs  

Elementary C 5 ELs 

Middle School D 3 ELs 

High School E 16 Els 

District Total 31 EL students  
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Scenario 2: 

School District Schools  Number of ELs in current year  

Elementary A 0 ELs 

Middle School B 0 ELs  

High School C 0 Els 

District Total 0 EL students 

 

 

 
Report Card Calculations 
 
English Learners On Track 
The English Learners On-Track progress measures the rate of EL students that have met annual target 
goals.  
 

Numerator:  9[ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ  Ψhƴ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘΩΣ ΨLŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΣ 9ȄƛǘŜŘΩ ƻǊ Ψ9ȄƛǘŜŘ 9ŀǊƭȅΩ 

  
Denominator: EL students in any growth ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ 9·/9t¢ ΨCƛǊǎǘ ¢ƛƳŜ ¢Ŝǎǘ ¢ŀƪŜǊΩ 

 
English Learners Exited 
The English Learners Exited progress measures the percentage of EL students that score a 5.0 or higher 
on the SD-ELP assessment and exited the program.  
 

Numerator:  EL students that score 5.0 or higher on the SD-ELP assessment 

  
Denominator: EL students in any of the above growth categories  
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Growth 

Category 

 

Report Card 

Label 

Definition EL On 

Track 

Rate 

EL Exited 

Rate  

EL Progress 

Rate 

Newly-

Identified EL, 

not tested 

Identified, 

Not Tested 

Newly identified students required 

to take SD-ELP but did not 

OR  

Newly identified students required 

to take SD-ELP but did not receive a 

composite score due to 

circumstances of ABS, INV, or DEC 

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Returning EL, 

not tested 

Returning, 

Not Tested 

Returning EL students required to 

take SD-ELP but did not 

OR  

Returning identified students 

required to take SD-ELP but did not 

receive a composite score due to 

circumstances of ABS, INV, or DEC 

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Returning EL, 

tested, no 

growth 

Not Growing Returning EL students who took SD-

ELP as required but either lost 

proficiency or failed to make 

progress  

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Returning EL, 

growing but 

not meeting 

goals 

Growing, Not 

On Target 

Returning EL students who are not 

on track to exit within the 

prescribed time frame but who 

have nevertheless progressed in 

proficiency  

OR  

Returning EL students who did NOT 

take the SD-ELP when first 

identified but then took the 

assessment for the first time this 

year. 

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Tested, late 

exit 

Exited Late Returning EL students who have 

ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ŜȄƛǘ ŘŀǘŜέ 

and now have exited.   

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Newly-

Identified EL, 

exiting 

Identified, 

Exited 

Newly identified EL students who 

both took the SD-ELP assessment 

for the first time, and who met the 

exit criteria within their first year of 

receiving services  

Num = 

Yes 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 
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NOTE: For 2019-нлнл wŜǇƻǊǘ /ŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ Ψ9ȄƛǘŜŘ 9ŀǊƭȅΩ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ bƻǘ ƻƴ 
¢ŀǊƎŜǘΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ƛŜǿ 5ŜǘŀƛƭǎΩ ǘŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ-facing report card. 
  

Returning EL, 

tested, 

meeting 

growth goals 

On Target Returning EL students who are 

either on track to exit within the 

prescribed time frame  

OR  

Returning EL students who exited 

on time 

OR  

Students who have a gap of regular 

assessment for 2 years, then took 

the test and exited  

Num = 

Yes 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Returning El, 

tested, early 

exit 

Exited Early Returning EL students who exit 

ahead of the prescribed timeframe 

Num = 

Yes 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

Num = Yes 

Den = Yes 

First Time Test 

Taker 

NA Newly identified EL students who 

took the SD-ELP for the first time 

and did not exit within their first 

year of services  

Num = No 

Den = No 

Num = No 

Den = Yes 

Num = No 

Den = No 

Alternate 

Assessment 

NA New and Returning EL students 

who took the alternate assessment 

Num = No 

Den = No 

Num = No 

Den = No 

Num = No 

Den = No 

Special Ed 

Exception 

NA New and Returning EL students 

who took SD-ELP but did not get a 

composite score due to SPD 

Circumstance 

Num = No 

Den = No 

Num = No 

Den = No 

Num = No 

Den = No 
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Report Card ELP Indicator Details 

 

Image of the ELP page in the 2017-18 report card: 

 
 

Image of the circle shows the rates of students disaggregated by progress (growth) categories and the 

number of EL students : 

 
 

The value on the left hand side of the report card (above image) includes English Learner students who 
ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ƛŜǿ 5ŜǘŀƛƭǎΩ ǘŀōƭŜ 
(image below) only includes students who are counted in the EL progress calculations. Students who 
took the ELP Assessment for the first time and did not exit within their first year of services are given a 
progress trajectory but are not included in the progress calculations until the second year of 
identification when progress towards growth can be calculated.   




















































































































































